
allY .k:l,nd of rnHltary cmnmlmkaUons was 
hush-hush enough - but loran Wl\$ a word 
that was only said behind locked dOI:In'l. 

In 194:1, headqllal-ters dt~clded that loran 
lTlotlitor.lng statIO.I,1l'1 In Hie continental tlnlt
t~d States should b~: crewed by SP,I~Rs. The 
SPAR oper'ttors 'were to stand watch 24 
hoW's a day. nils job entaIled recording 
m~;;a5urements ever}r two minutes of the ra
dio signals tran.smitted from two shore
based st{\tlons. The signals were ple.ked up 
LlY <i recE~iver-lndkat()r 1.llstaUed on .ships 
lind planes, enabling them to cal.culate their 
exact position, 

'rhe .new concept of women in loran that 
was proposed by headquarters became a re
ality when the Coast Guard! estabUs.hed Its 
first loran station crewed with women in 
Chatham, Mass, 

FoUowlng Ii two-month loran opera.tiolls 
and maintenance course at Massachus<':!tts 
Insmute of Technology, LTJG Vera Hamer

ll,chh\l!l was aS8lglH~d <IS the COl'lUIlllmUng oui· 
c€:r of the Ch'lthfl.m st;:ltion. 

, 11 enlisted SPARS were assigned 
to Ii c.ours(') In only," 
fUI'I:llEfj'schllaj.;! s,aid."Tlu~ 01 these 
SPARs WllS 1Il1IqlJ(,~, to say the least IAlran 
was so hush-hush that not even the training 
officer had any conception of what the du
ties of these SPARs \!i'ould be, nor what their 
quallHcatkms should be." 

The SPARs l:lssigned to Ctll\th,un were vol
UllteE~rs with tl sense Olll.dvcnture for an un
kuownloh. 

Wh(~n Ha.rm'll's<:hla.g rep(lrted to Chatham, 
it was crewed 100 perc.ent by men. Within. 
one month, it was turned over to ) 00 per
cent SPARs, except for one male.radio tedl
nidan, This s(Jle t.e(:hnidan JoIned his shlp
mat.eeSln overse.<lS duty six: months after the 
SPARs took over .. 

'·Iamerscblag was not on1.y th'!:! CO of the 
50- by :30..footstatloll, she was the opera



Hons offl(~er, englnee~lng officer, medical of
ficer, barracks offlce~, personnel officer, 
training officer and eyen the c€Jptain ofthe 
head for the ll-SPAR 'crew, 

In the station bllll~jng, which provided 
sleeping quarters, a r~creatlon room, office 
space, an operations ~OOn:l, it repaIr shop 
and sleeping lIpac,e, ~alOerschlag, and her 
(~rew bec':a,:1,lle e".'p,e,r,t9=ln pI'llIll' t)IJ\gj C'(,),c'll heat
Ing and emer,gency gnerators, 

"1 reInember the fe .lIng 1had when 1 
looked at the 12:::rt::tOOj mast for the statlOtl'S 
antenna and wonder d which SPAR would 
dimb the rigging Hs mathl WE:mt wrong," 
Hamerschl,ag satd, "IIa.Sked CO I was re
placing wh(> tookcar¢ 
answer was not to wdrry since nothing 
wouldhappeln to it sllort of a hurrl(:ane," 

Chathiun's head SI1AR said esprit de , 

corps kept the unit tqg-ether. 
"The hUlllaneleme~ltof the work kept it 

from getting dull and lroutine for the opera
tors.," she said. "The,lplOught that we were 
participaUng in a sys~elu that was playing 
such an Important pa~t in wlml.lllg UI{; W"ll' 

gave u.s 'i:{(:el~ng ,~ll, b~':ln~, ,,;,c1os~ l~ th~ 
front Imes ,IS II W~IS P Jsslhk [(II' SP.\Rs. 

Loran Statioll Chat lam is bell.evt~d to 
have beeH, at that tIme, the only aU-WOmlll1 
station of its kind In the wOI'ld,

I 

World 'Var n eJ1ds 
Although the SPAR!s were tn a 

wide varll~~Y of jobs lI~dudlng tllE~ non-ti'l'l(jU
tionalloran fleld a.lld'hey were meetl.ngc:rH·· 
ICl'IlnelE:ds of servtce, thelrl:llue was no I. 

1:(1 '. 'fill,: '\X/[l11"n::~IFt:~, l,'tESrEFil,\l]:;: I':N ~1~(/{.':IljHJI".[) \XI~A,lI~ H 

fo;rever. The W'omen's Reserve was nOtes
tLt.bLl.shed to be a pe;rmanent branch of tllE~ 

ser'lli.ee., but 1Nas intended to be activated 
dllrhlg war and remain for six months 
a.ft~~rward, 

'rids day finally calm"': fOf' the SPARs, 
'They had renched thE~ goal towiud whIch 
they and rlliHlons of other service lllen and 
WOmE:~ll h<;ld been working. W'orld War II 
was over. 

f'OI!OWlIlg V-..J day in August 194.5, the de
moblltz.atlon effort began and 51'ARs ll1f'ere 
discharged gnldually along with the reserve 
men. 

Known also as the big day, disdlarge day 
l(Jorned in the distance Jor the SPARs. As 
that (lay arrived for each woman, there 
wouldbt"': many things about the servl~e the 
SPARs would miss - cornradeshlp; the feel
ing of bt"':longlng; a few special friends who 
shared gripes, good times and clean shirts; 
and the tremendous thrUI of being a part. of 
the nation's military forces, Arthur said, 

The ft"':crl.liUng nne the SPARs were fed 
was cmnlng true: They h.ad made new 
friends, seen new places, learned new things 
and took pride in the unilonn they wore. 

"Along with mrr GI shlTts and regulation 
oxfords, we were taking away many tangible 
things that sholiid be ()f val.uE: to us lor the 
rest (If our lives - increased tolerance, a 
new sense of seU c(mtldell(~e, 11 better idea of 
hO\'" to UVI"': and work with all kinds 01 PE:~o· 

plE~, and a. keener recognition of our respon
slbllityas world citizens," Arthur said. 

10,000 SPARs say goodbye 
t()t~e9'~1~sfGu~rd 

()u Jun'e 30, lH46, the SPAR dt~mobll!za· 

Ikll1·COlllpl('~tiorl day came and the 10,OOn 
I!nembers of the Coast Glulf(IWomen's 
Resen'e departed tht'J servkeln the sallie 
spirit with whlc:b tlHly t~ntered -with patri· 
otISnl fora country thEI)' loved and helped to 
defend, and faithfulness to their Coast 
Guard wbich they served with pride ,Ill<! 
dedkaUoll, _ 






